DISCUSSION POINTS

1. Who was Tamar arranged to marry?
2. Was Er a good man? Why?
3. Who was Tamar’s 2nd husband’s name?
4. Why didn’t Onan want to get Tamar pregnant? What did he do to prevent it?
5. Did Onan die? If so, why?
6. Why did Tamar sleep with her father-in-law, Judah?
7. Why didn’t Judah recognize his daughter-in-law?
8. What was Tamar’s punishment? Was it carried out? Why?
9. Did Tamar have kids? If so, how many and what were their name?
10.

Was prostitution a sin in the ancient Near East?

11.

Why did Judah mistake Tamar as a shrine prostitute?

12.

Why did Judah sleep with a prostitute?

13. Can you relate to this story – God bringing good out of your tragedy and
blessing you?

HER LEGACY IN SCRIPTURE

Read Genesis 38:138:1-10
1. Onan was supposed to father children through Tamar for his brother Er. This is the
same act as that of the “kinsman-redeemer” found in the book of Ruth. The closet of
kin was to father a child to carry on the line of the deceased husband. Although the
act may seem offensive to us today, what do you think God’s purpose was in
decreeing such a plan?_______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. In that culture, a woman’s whole worth was in bearing sons to carry on the family
line. A woman who failed in that was nothing. What makes you feel you’re worth a
lot or not much?______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Genesis 38:1138:11-19
3. None of the men in Tamar’s life fulfilled their responsibilities to her, including her
father-in-law, Judah. Describe how you think Tamar must have been feeling
throughout the course of these events. Angry? Ignored? Dishonored? Belittled?
Ashamed?_____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why was Tamar so desperate to have a child?____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Are you, or is someone you know, desperate to have children? How do the ordeals of
infertility today compare to what Tamar was willing to endure in ancient times?_____
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Genesis 38:2038:20-24
6. What do you think of Judah’s response to the news that Tamar was pregnant? Was it
a double standard for him to condemn her actions but not his own? And Why?_______

____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Do such double standards still exist today? How? Are they as common as they were,
say, ten or twenty years ago?_______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Genesis 38:2538:25-30
8. When you consider what Tamar did in offering herself disguised as a prostitute to
her father-in-law, do his words in verse 26 surprise you? Why? Explain what Judah
meant by these words._______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. The story of Tamar is a difficult one to digest. There is simply no way to assimilate
what she did with our current way of thinking. Why would such a story ever be
included in the inspired Scriptures?________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Matthew 1:3
10.
What does Tamar’s inclusion in the lineage of Christ tell you about God’s
power to bring good out of tragic
events?____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
11.
How has God worked good out of the bad things that have happened to you,
the bad things you’ve done, or to someone you know?___________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

